Easterton Parish Council

  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY, 18th MARCH, 2013 AT

       7.30 PM IN EASTERTON VILLAGE HALL. 
PRESENT:
Mr. C. Saunders (Chairman), Mrs. S. Allen (Vice Chairman),
                             Mr. R. Bulson, Mr. K. Jenssen,  Mr. B. Myerscough,

                             Cllr. L. Grundy, PC O. Nash (part),  Mrs. S. Deegan (Clerk)
                             and 1 Member of the Public.
APOLOGIES:
Mr. R. Firth, Mrs. M. Waters
1.      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none.  
2.     MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 18st February, 2013, which had previously been circulated by email, were taken as read and approved as a true and accurate record.  These were then duly signed by the Chairman.
3.     MATTERS ARISING
3.1   Stream/Drains and Village Flooding (See also Emergency Planning)
The meeting received an apology from the Chairman regarding his lack of input over the cost and maintenance of the telemetry system for budget purposes.  He reiterated that Wiltshire Council were willing to pay/had paid the instrumentation and installation costs plus the first year’s operation and maintenance costs but that the system would not be installed unless Easterton Parish Council undertook to fund subsequent yearly costs involving two visits per annum at the going rate of £685 + VAT. (Because of time constraints this information was urgently emailed to and agreed by all Councillors in March 2012 but failed to be brought up for ratification at subsequent meetings).  On this basis the meeting agreed to fund the cost of the telemetry system as required.  The Chairman also announced that he had added Councillor Myerscough to the early warning system email list.  
With regard to the gulley pots by the Church/Kings Road the Clerk said she had contacted Highways and reported that Paul Snook had asked the Parish Steward to dig out those he could and to raise a gulley tanker ticket for those pots that proved too difficult to clear. 
It was also noted that the gulleys at Eastcott would be dealt with in due course as Highways were still tackling areas where flooding had occurred.
In connection with the recent traffic accident on the B3098 thought to be caused by the build-up of slurry that had run off the adjacent fields full of pigs Paul Snook confirmed that the area had recently been litter picked and the car parts removed.  The silt moved to the bank would remain and would gradually become part of the verge.  As far as the tenancy for the piggeries was concerned there was no date of termination available.
Councillor Bulson reported that the Environment Agency had been and cleared up most of the rubbish which had accumulated at the screen during the winter. It was noted that the silt had still not been cleared and the overflow culvert at the bottom of Oak Lane required attention.  It was noted that the EA were seeking to determine who “owned” the silt shelf by the Village pump.
It had been reported by a resident at Eastcott that badger activity on the steep bank on the right in the first 75m had caused mud to cascade onto the road.  The matter had been reported to Highways and in reply they had indicated that weedspraying had probably exacerbated the situation and it would be useful to have a word with the landowner.  The meeting agreed that details of the landowner should be conveyed to Highways so that the latter could make a direct approach. 

3.2   Planning 
3.2.1  Comparo Ltd. (Jam Factory Site), Kings Road, Easterton. App. No. E/2012/0077/FUL 
The Chaiman advised the meeting that there had been no response to the emails he had recently sent to Comparo.  This was noted.
3.2.2  New Dwelling on Land at 6 Oak Lane, Easterton.  App. No. E/2012/0318/FUL. (Amended)  Validated 22.05.12
At the last meeting it had been agreed that the Chairman write to Wiltshire Council urging them to take legal advice on the way the Planning Inspector had reached his decision.  Furthermore, it had been felt that Wiltshire Council should fully investigate the possibility of challenging the Inspector’s decision and press for a hearing/public enquiry so that proper weight could be given to the adverse local opinion of all residents in the immediate vicinity and the objections of the Parish Council and Wiltshire Council’s Planning Committee (East).  In response to the Chairman’s letter a reply had been received from the Area Development Manager, Mike Wilmott, which incorporated the views of WC’s solicitor.  In the light of this response it was agreed that there would be no benefit in seeking to pursue the matter any further either through Wiltshire Council or by making legal representations on behalf of the Parish Council.  That said it was felt that there was a conflict in Government policy between the Localism Bill and planning guidelines/decision making processes and it was agreed that the Chairman should write accordingly to Claire Perry, MP. 
3.2.3  Cherrington, 7A Kings Road, Easterton.  App. No. E/2012/1230/S73.  Validated

10.10.12

The Parish Council considered this application to remove condition 5 on K/21047 to allow the transfer of the agricultural occupancy restriction from Cherrington, 7a Kings Road, Easterton to Whatcombes Cottage, Conock, and could find no reasons to object.  This had been conveyed to Wiltshire Council and the Clerk had now received a response from the assigned officer, April Waterman.  She advised that the legal document which governed any planning permission granted to lift the agricultural occupancy restriction had not yet been drafted or signed.  When a costs undertaking and a copy of the Land Registry plan had been obtained then a draft agreement would be prepared.  This will then be passed to the applicant’s solicitor for perusal and confirmation.  The planning permission can only be issued once the agreement is signed, but can be so as soon as the l06 is completed.  This was noted.
3.2.4  Land/Buildings at the rear of Malt House Farm, Easterton.  E/2012/1419/FUL.  Revised Plans validated 25.1.13
The revised plans for this site had been circulated to Councillors and together with comments from  members of the public who had been present at the February meeting the Chairman had summarised the current position against the background of the most recent response  received from Victoria Cains, the assigned planning officer on the case.  The key points were as follows:- a) “conservation issues” – the views of the Conservation Officer should be sought at this stage given that the development site is in the Conservation Area; b) “solar panels” – given current policy it would be difficult to raise objections to the proposed installation; c) “hydrological survey/drainage report” – it was felt that such a survey should be done having regard to the extent of hard surfacing; d) “access” – this should be the subject of Highways’ consideration before rather than after any development; e) “layby” – that the ‘right to park’ in the layby areas needed to be clarified with further reference to Land Registry maps and covenants; f) “the proposed change in the public footpath route” – this needed further consideration as the current proposal was not satisfactory to neighbours and the case for changing the existing route needed to be further examined.
Against the background set out above the Chairman had prepared a suitable response outlining the Parish Council’s objections to this planning application which had been submitted to Wiltshire Council’s Planning Department.  Councillor Grundy  reported that he had had a meeting with Victoria Cains some two weeks ago and was advised that she had not yet received all the information needed to compile her report but she had promised to keep in touch with him; however, to date nothing further had transpired.
3.3    Village Hall Play Area 
With reference to the caps which were found to be missing from bolts under the rails of the cradle swings the Chairman confirmed that this work had been undertaken by Playground Services as they had promised.
Councillor Myerscough reported that there would be no reason why the Parish Council could not apply for Lottery funding in respect of the planned enhancement of the Village Hall play area.  He said that funding could range from £300 to £10,000 but there was no certainty that the application would be successful.  In terms of the preferred equipment, namely a slide and a roundabout plus appropriate safety surfacing, the total sum required could be as much as £11,000 although a cheaper solution could be found if gridlock matting was used as a cheaper option.  

It was noted that the process for considering a Lottery application would be timetabled to ensure that a response was forthcoming within 30 days and then the Parish Council would have 20 days to accept the conditional offer and this would then be dealt with within a further 10 days.  Against this background it was agreed that a submission should be made for Lottery funding and Councillors Myerscough and Jenssen undertook to prepare the necessary application.
3.4    General Rubbish
It was noted that the High Street and the recycling area were both clear of rubbish.
3.5.   Traffic and Road Conditions
3.5.1  Footpaths and Byways
Due to the lack of response from the Footpath Warden it was agreed to carry forward all the items that had been identified at the previous meeting as follows.

There was still the matter of clearing the byway (no.4) at the top of Oak Lane by Highways and this would be monitored. 

Regarding the position on bridleway no. 26 (towards Urchfont) the proposed meeting between Councillor Firth and Esther Daly, the Footpath Warden, had now been agreed in principle and it was now down to the parties involved to agree a mutually acceptable time/date. 
Councillor Bulson mentioned that he had seen a number of 4x4s entering byway no. 20 from the B3098 which he felt were causing further damage to this route which he understood was temporarily closed to vehicular traffic; the Clerk was still awaiting a response from the Footpath Warden.
With regard to footpath no.17 which was currently obstructed by a stock fence the Clerk agreed to take this up again with Esther Daly.
In addition to the above it was noted that there had been no response to a request by the Clerk which had been sent to Esther Daly regarding the problem of rabbit holes along the length of footpath no. 6 which was considered to be a danger to users.  The Clerk said that she would make another attempt to obtain a response stressing the urgency of the matter.
3.5.2.  Hedges
The Clerk reported that the dead elm whips just past the Cockings’ wall would be removed once Highways had finished tackling the potholes.

It was noted that approval had been given by the Arboricultural Officer, Wiltshire Council, for the necessary works to be undertaken in respect of the laurel hedge bordering 27 High Street.
3.5.3.  Potholes/ Road Surfaces
It was noted that the worst potholes around the Village had now been done and that some work had been undertaken in Drove Lane although this was due to be resurfaced later in the year.  
3.5.4  Pavements

There was nothing to report.
3.6   Parish Steward
The Clerk said that she was currently awaiting dates for April but the next Parish Steward visit was set for Tuesday, 26th March.  
3.7   Police Liaison including Neighbourhood Watch

At the start of the meeting PCSO Oliver Nash was in attendance and provided an updating report on recent incidents in the area.  He was aware that there had been an accident on the B3098 and that there had been mud on the road.
In terms of preventative measures PCSO Nash said that sheds and garages were likely targets for thieves and he recommended the use of heavy locks and floodlighting where possible.  He also suggested that a log should be kept of valuable items so that details could be provided in the event of a break-in.  There had been one recent arrest which it was hoped would have a positive impact on reducing such incidents.

Councillor Jenssen expressed his concerns and those of the Council on the functioning of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and said that there was a distinct lack of information being provided by the Police and this made it difficult to keep interest alive amongst those involved in the Scheme. He was afraid that, without more active Police involvement, the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme would “die a death”.  In response PCSO Nash said that he was concerned by what he had heard and would discuss the matter with his colleagues in an effort to ensure that the problems described were addressed.
It was noted that John Cocking had volunteered his services to join the Village NHW team as a co-ordinator although confirmation of his continued interest was currently awaited.

3.8  Area Boards
It was noted that the next Area Board meeting would be held on 20th May after the elections had taken place.
3.9  Devizes Community Area Partnership (DCAP)
There was nothing to report.
3.10  Future Parish Council Meetings
It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on 10th April and Councillor Grundy confirmed that he would be in attendance.  With regard to future Parish Council meetings the Annual Meeting would now take place on Monday, 13th May in order to ensure that it was held within fourteen days of the elections. 
3.11 Village Millennium Planters 
The Clerk reported that she had now received the required Section 96 licence for all the Village planters for a period of 10 years; this followed a submission which had been prepared by Councillor Myerscough. A signed copy had now been returned to Wiltshire Council and this left the way open for the necessary follow-up work to be progressed in an effort to ensure that the planters were adding “value” to the appearance of the Village.
3.12  Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
The Clerk reported that, as agreed, she had sent a cheque for £100 to St. Barnabas Primary School towards the installation of their Jubilee Garden.  A very pleasant “thank you” card had been received and it was felt that this should be displayed on the Village notice board.  Against this background it was agreed to discharge this item.

3.13 Horse Warning Signs
It was noted that the installation of these signs had not taken place as promised on 18th March and the Clerk undertook to take the matter up with Wiltshire Council if the signs did not appear by the following day.
3.14  Village Sign

The Chairman advised that Mr. Gary Seal had now removed the sign outside  Easterton Manor with the intention of refreshing the artwork during the course of the next couple of months.  

3.15  Maintenance of the Village

The Chairman provided an updating report on the estimates received for the 2013 maintenance contract in respect of Parish Gardener works.  The meeting agreed that a tender process should be undertaken with the Chairman and the Clerk being empowered to jointly determine the most cost effective arrangements were in place for the period 1st April to 30th November, 2013.

3.16   Good Neighbour Scheme

The Clerk advised the meeting that the lead of the Good Neighbour Scheme had now changed to Caroline Culley following the recent departure of Jo Loring-Fisher.  It was agreed that an invitation should be extended to the new incumbent to attend a future PC meeting but this should not be added to the Annual Parish Meeting. 
3.17   Code of Conduct

Against the background of what had been agreed at the February meeting the Clerk said that she had advised Wiltshire Council of the terms of the following motion which had been unanimously endorsed:
“that this meeting agrees to formally adopt the Wiltshire Code of Conduct in preference to the NALC Code of Conduct including the limited number of additional interests as outlined above”.

Receipt of the above had been formally acknowledged  and accordingly it was agreed that this item should now be discharged.
3.18   2013 Local Election Timetable

The Clerk provided an update on the local election timetable and distributed nomination packs as required. The Clerk confirmed that the formal Notice of Election had been displayed on the Village notice board with effect from 15th March.  
3.19  West Lavington Youth Club

            Further to the decision to donate £500 to West Lavington Youth Club the Clerk reported that she had sent them a cheque and had received a letter of thanks which had been circulated to Councillors.  With regard to an up to date version of their accounts it was noted that this should be available some time in the autumn after they had been audited.  It was noted that their normal practice was to operate with about £5,000 in hand.
4.     CORRESPONDENCE
All items were dealt with under the subject headings above.

5.     BILLS FOR PAYMENT

It was agreed to draw cheques for the following: Petty Cash: £60; S. Deegan (Feb. Sal): £398.44; Office Expenses: £12.
6.     ANY OTHER BUSINESS

6.1   60th Anniversary of the Coronation
The Chairman reported that the Village Forum were planning to hold a celebration to mark this anniversary and had asked if the Parish Council could donate £150 to help fund this event.  The Clerk advised the meeting that the per capita spend on such matters for 2013-2014 was £6.98 and therefore the requested donation would be well within the stipulated limit.  Against this background it was agreed to contribute £150.
6.2   Councillor Grundy

Councillor Grundy advised the meeting that at a recent Wiltshire Council budget meeting it had been agreed that Council Tax should be maintained at its present level and this decision had been reached without any opposition.  The Chairman thanked Councillor Grundy for his report and noted that he would not be standing for re-election in May.
6.3   Councillor Allen
Councillor Allen advised the meeting that she would not be seeking re-election and accordingly this was her last Parish Council meeting.  On behalf of all present the Chairman expressed his thanks for her invaluable contribution over the last 25 years and said that she would be greatly missed.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.

CHAIRMAN:                                  


                  DATE:
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